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3. Opinion, generally in a fenfe of contempt; fancy j imagina- 
gination ; fatitaftical notion. 

I know not how conceit may rob 
The treafury of life, when life itfelf 
Yields to the theft. Shakefteare’s King Lear. 

Strong conceit , like a new principle, carries all eafily with 
it, when yet above common fenfe. Locke. 

Malbranche has an odd conceit. 

As ever enter’d Frenchman’s pate. Prior. 

Opinion in a neutral fenfe. 

Sceft thou a man wife in his own conceit ? T. here is more 
hope of a fool than of him. Prov. xxvi. 12. 

I fliall not fail t’ approve the fair conceit 
The king hath of you. Shakefptart's Henry Mill. 

5. A plcafant fancy. 

His wit is as thick as Tcwkfbury muftard ; there is no more 
conceit in him than is in a mallet. Shakefp. Henry IV. p. ii. 

While he was on his way to the gibbet, a freak took him in 
the head to go off with a conceit. L' Ejirange. 

6. Sentiment, as diftinguifhed from imagery. 

Some to conceit alone their works confine. 

And glitt’ring thoughts {truck out at cv’ry line. Pope. 

7. . Fondncfs ; favourable opinion ; opinionative pride. 

Since by a little ftudying in learning, and great conceit of 
himfelf, he has loft his religion ; may he find it again by 
harder ftudy under humbler truth. Bentley. 

S. Out c/ C onceit with. No longer fond of. 

• Not that I dare affume to myfelt to have put him out of con- 
ceit with it, by having convinced him of the tantafticalnefs of 
j t TiHotfon, Preface. 

What hath chiefly put me out of conceit with this moving 
manner, is the frequent difappointment. Swift. 

To Conce'it. v. a. [from the noun.] I o conceive ; to ima- 
gine ; to think ; to believe. 

One of two bad ways you muft conceit me. 

Either a coward, or a flatterer. Sbeikef. Julius Cafcir. 

Thcv looked for great matters at their hands, in a caufe 
which they conceited to be for the liberty of the fubjeift. Bacon. 

He conceits himfelf to be llruck at, when he is not 10 much 
as thought of. L' Ejirange. 

The ftrong, by conceiting thcmfelves weak, arc thereby ren- 
dered as unadtivc, and consequently as ufclefs, as if they really 
were fo. South 5 Sermms - 

Concerted, particip. adj. [from conceit. J 

1. Endowed with fancy. . 

He was of countenance amiable, of feature comely, active 01 
tody, well fpoken, pleafantly conceited, and fharp of wit. 

; Knolles’s Hiftory of the Turks. 

2 . Proud; fond of himfelf; opinionative; affefted; fantaftical. 
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There is another extreme in obfeure writers, which lorne 
fcmptv conceited heads are apt to run into, out of a prodigality 
of words, and a want of fenfe. Felton on toe LlajJtcks. 

If you think me too conceited. 

Or to paflion quickly heated. . 

What you write of me, would make me more conmttd than 

what I fcribble myfclf. _ C ^ C ‘ 

•?. With of before the object of conceit. 

Every man is building a fcveral way, impotently conceited of 

his own model and his own materials. . 

If we confider how vicious and corrupt the Athenians were, 
how conceited of their own wit, fcience, and polqencfs. Bentley. 
Conce'it EDtY. adv. [from conceited ] 1 ‘ancifully; whim.i- 

t JI} Conccitcdiy drefs her, and be aflign’d 

By you fit phace for every flower and jewel ; . 

Make her for love fit fuel. . . Dome ' 

Gonce'itedness. n.f. [from conceited.] Pride; opinionative- 

nefis ; fondnefs of himfelf. , r , • • 

When men think none worthy efteem but nl L S 

tinder their own pretences, partiality and 
them give the pre-eminence. . , ' , i ’ 

Conce'it less. adj. [from conceit.] Stupid without thought , 

dull of apprehenfion. ... r 

Think’ft thou, I am fo (hallow, fo conceit uf. 

To be fcduced by thy flattery. Sbak. Two Gent, of / non. . 
Conceivable. adj. [from conceive ] 

1. That may be imagined or thought. . , . anv 

If it were poflible to contrive an invention, whereby y 

the works of nature would be too Matk Magick . 

2. That may be underftood or believed. TJorthem climes. 

The freezing of the words in the air in . f 

is as conceivable as this ftrangc union. . ' nerfon. 

It is not conceivable that it (hould be Smnons. 

whofefhape and voice it affumed. The quality of 

Conceivable NESS. n.f. [from conceivable.} rhe quality ot 
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To'coScEIVE. v.a. (eeKCtvnr.Fi. (tneiprt, Latin ] 


1. To admit into the womb. 

I was fhapen in iniquity, and in fin did my mother conceive 
me. Pfalm li. 5. 

2. To form in the mind ; to imagine. 

Nebuchadnezzar hath conceived a purpofe againft you. >. 

3. To comprehend; to underftand. He conceives tne whole 
fyjlcm. 

This kifs, if it durft fpcak. 

Would ftretch thy fpirits up into the air : 

Conceive, and fare thee well. Shakefpeare's King Lear. 

4. To think; to be of opinion. 

If you compare my gentlemen with Sir John, you will 
hardly conceive him to have been bred in the fame climate. Sw. 
To Conce'ive. v. n. 

1 . To think ; to have an idea of. 

The griev’d commons 
Hardly conceive of me : let it be nois’d, 

That, through our intcrceflion, this revokement 
And pardon comes. Sbukefp. are’s Henry VIII. 

Conceive of things clearly and diftindtly in their own natures; 
conceive of things completely in all their parts ; conceive of 
things comprehcnfively in all their properties and relations ; 
conceive of things extenfively in all their kinds ; conceive of 
things orderly, or in a proper method. JHatts s Logick. 

2. To become pregnant. 

The flocks (hould conceive when they came to drink. Gen. 

The beauteous maid, whom he beheld, pofiefs d : 
Conceiving as (he flept, her fruitful womb 
Swcll’d with the founder of immortal Rome. Addifon. 
Conce'iver. n.f. [fiom conceive .] One that underftands or 
apprehends. 

Though hereof prudent fymbols and pious allegories bt 
made by wifer convolvers, yet common heads will fly unto fu- 
perftitious applications. Brown' 1 Vulgar Errcurs, b.y. c. 1 . 

Conce'nt. n.f [conccntus, Latin.] 

1 . Concert of voices ; harmony ; concord of found. 

It is to be confidered, that whatfoever virtue is in num- 
bers, for conducing to concent of notes, is rather to be aferibed 
to the ante-number than to the entire number. Bacon. 

2. Confiftency. ... ... 

’Tis in concent to his own principles, which allow no me* 
rit, no intrinfick worth to accompany one ftate more than 
another. , Atterbury. 

To CONCENTRATE, v.a. [ concentrer , Fr. from con 2nd 
centrum, Lat.] To drive into a narrow compafs ; to drive 

towards the center. . n 

Spirit of vinegar, concentrated and reduced to its grcatclt 
ftreiwth, will coagulate the ferum. Arbutbnot on dliments. 
Concentra'tion. n.f. [from concentrate.] Collection into a 
narrow fpace round the center ; compreflion into a narrow 

compafs. . . , 

All circular bodies, that receive a concentration of tlie lignt, 
muft be (hadowed in a circular manner Peacham on Drawing. 
To Conce'nt RE. v.n. [concentrer, Fr. from con and centrum, 
Latin.] To tend to one common centre ; to have the lame 

centre with fomething clfe. ... , , 

The bricks having firft been formed in a circular mould, 
and then cut, before their burning, into four quarters or more, 
the Tides afterwards join fo clofely, and the points concert, c fo 
exactly, that the pillars appear one intire piece. Iketton. 

AH thefc are like fo many lines drawn from feveral objects, 
that fome way relate to him, and concentre in him. 

To Conce'ntre. v.a. To emit towards one centre. 

The having a part lefs to animate, will rather ferve to con- 
centre die fpirits, and make them more aaiv^m^die rd 


In thee concentring all their precious beams 
Of facrcd influence] Milton's Pciradje Left, b. 9. /. ICO. 
Conce'ntrical. ladj. [r.nccr.tricus, Lat.] Having one c 
Conce'n trick. S mon centre. 

If, as in water ftirr’d, more circles be 
Produc’d by one, love fuch additions take 
Thofe, like fo many fpheres, but one heav’n make; 

For they are all concentrick unto thee. 

Any fubftance, pitched fteddy upon two points , * oh an 

axis, and moving about on that axis, M(h 

c^Sine humour had been 

rodes, the "eye would not have admitted a^hemifp^ 

If aftonc be thrown into ftagnating water, tbewaves « 
cited thereby continue fome lime to arile 111 the ■ , 0 
ftone fell into the water, and are propagated from ^ 
concentrick circles upon the furface of the 

dlft The manner of its concretion is by cmceoitrual nng>, Me 
thofe of an onion about the firft kernel. fm1 , or 

Circular revolutions in concentrick orbs abo the 

other central body, could in no wife be 

power of the Divine Arm. . '..h^h any 

Conce'ptacle. n . f . [cmceptaculum, Lai J 

thing is contained ; a veffel. There 
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There is at this Jay tcfllent, in that l.«E? 
mcmeh to t-flict fuch » Jcluge. «WtcW t "f- 

Conce’pti n LE- adj. [from conctpio conception, Latin.] 1 hat 
Co-ci. pi J . J- I,- -u] . caD able to be unaerftood. 

sra-A h lay as • 

his works. . T • i 

^T^e all of conmv^^oTquickening wid. pregnancy 

I will greatly multiply thy forrow, and thy conception n 
forrow thou (hilt bring forth children G«. u*. 

Thy forrow I will greatly multip y 
Bv tby conception ; children thou ftialt bring 
In forrow forth. Milton s Paradjc Loft, b. X. /. 194. 

3. The ftate of being conceived. _ 

Tnv had the like concept rm in our eyes. 

And at that infant, like a babe, fprung up Shak f ‘°’'- 

Our own productions flatter us: it is impoffible not to be 
fond of them at the moment of their conception. Dryd. Dufrcfn. 

-> Notion ; idea; image in the mind. 

3 As conceptions are the images or refcmblanccs of things to 
die mind within itfelf, in the like manner are words or names 
the marks, tokens, or rcfemblances of thofe i^the 

minds of diem wliom we converfc with. South » » 
Confult the acuteft poets and fpeakers, and they will contd; 
that their quickeft, moil admired conceptions were fuch as darted 
into their minds, like fudden flafties of lightning, they knew 
not how, nor whence; and not by any certain confluence, 
or dependence of one thought upon another, as it is in mat- 
V South s Sermons. 

ters of ratiocination. . 

To have right conceptions about them, we muft bring our 
underllandings to the inflexible natures and unalterable rela- 
tions of things, and not endeavour td bring things to any pre- 
conceived notions of our own. Locke. 

A. Sentiments; purpofe. . 

Thou but remember’d me of my own conception. I have 
perceived a mod faint ncgled of late ; which I have rather 
blamed as my own jealous curiofity, than as a very pretence 
and purpofe of unkindnef>. SljaieJpeare s king Lear . 

Pleafe your highnefs, note 
His dangerous conception in this point : 

Not friended by his wi(h to your high perfon, 

His will is moft malignant, and it ftrctches , 

Beyond you to your friends. Shakefpeare’s Henry VIIT. 

5. Appichenfion ; knowledge. 

And as if beafts conceiv’d what reafon were, 

And that conception (hould diftindly (how 
They (hould the name of reafonablc bear ; 

For, without reafon, none could reafon know. Davies. 

6. Conceit ; fentiment ; pointed thought. 

He is too flatulent fometimes, and foinctimes too dry ; 
many times unequal, and almoft always forced ; and, befidcs, 
is full of conceptions, points of epigram, and witticifms ; all 
which arc not only below the dignity of heroic verfc, but 
contrary to its nature. Drydcn’s Juvenal , Dedication. 

Conce'ptious. adj. [conception, Latin.] Apt to conceive; 
fruitful; pregnant. 

Common mother, 

Enfcar thy fertile and conccpti.us womb ; 

Let it no more bring out to ingratcful man. Shakef. Timon. 
CqNCe'ptive. adj. [conceptual, Latin.] Capable to conceive. 
In hot climates, and where the uterine parts exceed in heat, 
by the eoldnefs of this fimplc they may be reduced into a con- 
ceptive conftitution. Brown s Vulgar Err ours, b. vi. c. 7. 
To CONCERN, v.a. [concemer, Fr. conccrno , low Latin.] 

1. To relate to; to belong to. 

Exclude the ulb of natural rcafoning about. the fenfe of holy 
feripture, concerning the articles of our faith ; and then, that 
the feripture doth concern the articles of our faith, who can 
allure us ? Hooker, b. iii. f. 8. 

Count Claudio may hear ; for what I would fpcak of con- 
cerns him. Shakefpeare’s Much ado about Nothing. 

Gracious things 

Thou haft reveal’d ; thofe chiefly which concern 
Juft Abraham, and his feed. Milton’s Paradifc Left, b. xii. 
This place concerns not at all the dominion of one brother 
over the other. Locke. 

2. To aftedt with fome paflion; to touch nearly; to be of im- 
portance to. 

I would not 

The caufe were known to them it moft concerns. Slakefpear. 
Our wars with France have affected us in our moft tender 
interefts, and concerned us more than thofe with any other 
nat ion. Addifon on the State of the IVar. 

It much concerns them not to l’uffcr the king to cftablifh his 
authority on this fide. Add jin's Remarks on Italy. 

The more the authority of any ftation in fociety is ex- 
tended, the more it concerns publick happinefs that it be com- 
mitted to men fearing God. Rogers' s Sermons. 

3 - To intereft ; to engage by intereft. 

I knew a young negroc who was fick of the finall-pox : I 


found &v enquiry', at a perfon’s concerned for hit?, C 

tumours left whitifh fpccks behind them. Boyle on Colon, s. 
Above the reft two goddeffes appear, 

CmunCd for each : hero Vo„u s> Juno 

Providence, where it loves a nation , ccncems ultll _ to 
own and affert the intereft of religion, by 
of religious perfons and places. c 

Whatever paft adion s it cannot reconcile, or appropriate 
to that prerent felf by confcioiifnefs, it can be no more • con- 
cerned in than if they had never been done Co^e. 

They think thcmfelves out of the reach of providence, and 
no longer conceived to folicit his favour. Rogers, Seim.n. 11. 

4. To dillurb ; to make uneafy. . , . , . • 

In one comprefling engine I (hut a fparrow, without forcing 
any air in ; and in an hour the bird began to pant, and be ««- 
ccrned, and in lefs than an hour and a half to be fick De, am. 
Conce'rn. n.f [from the verb ] 

j. Bufinefs; affair; confidered as relating to fome one. 

Let early care thy main concerns fecure, 

Things of lefs moment may delays endure. f' nh y nu 

This “manner of expofmg the private concerns af families, 
and facrificing tlie fecrqts of the dead to the curiolity of the 
living, is one of thofe licentious practices, winch might well 
deferve the animadverfion of our government. Addif.Fteeho der. 

A heathen emperor faid, if the gods were offended, it 
was their own concern , and they were able to vindicate them- 

fclvcs. . Swt ft' 

Religion is no triflng concern , fo.be performed in any carelcls 
and fuperficial manner. Rogers, Set mon \ in. 

2. Intereft ; engagement. 

No plots th’ alarm to his retirements give ; 

’Tis all mankind’s concern that he (hould live. Dryden. 

When we fpcak of the conflagration of the world, thefe 
have no concern in the queftion. Burnet s 7 Leery of the Earth. 

3. Importance ; moment. 

Myfterious fccrets of a high concern. 

And weighty truths, folid convincing fenfe. 

Explain’d by unaffected eloquence. Rofctmmon. 

The mind is ftunned and dazzled amidft that variety of ob- 
jc£ts : (he cannot apply' hcrfdlf to thofe things which are of the 
utmoft concern to her. Addifon s Spe£la:or, N '. 4 J 5 - 

4. Paflion; affection ; regard. 

Ah, what concerns did both your fouls divide ! 

Your honour gave us what your love deny d. Dryden . 

O Marcia, let me hope thy kind concerns. 

And gentle wifhes, follow me to battle ! Audifon s Cato. 
Why all this concern for the poor? We want them not, us 
tbe country is now managed : where the plough has no work, 
one family can do the buiinefs of fifty. _ _ Swift. 

Conce'rninc. prep, [from concern : this word, originally a par- 
ticiple, has before a noun the fpree ot a prepofition.] Relating 
to ; with relation to. 

There is not any thing more fubje£l to errour than the true 
judgment concerning the power and forces of an efface. Bacon. 

1 lie ancients had no higher rccourfe than to nature, as may 
appear by a dilcourfe concerning this point in Strabo. Brown. 

None can demonftrate that there is fuch an ifland as Ja- 
maica, yet, upon teftimony, I am free from all doubt concern- 
ing it. Tillotfon, Preface. 

Conce'rnment. n.f. [from concern.] 

]. The thing in which we are concerned or interefted ; affair ; 
bufinefs ; intereft. 

To mix with thy concernments I defift 
Henceforth, nor too much difapprove my own. Milt. Agon. 

This fliews how ufcful you have been. 

To bring the king’s concernments in Hudibras, p. iii. cant. 2. 

Yet when we’re fick, the doctor’s fetcht in hade. 
Leaving our great concernment to the lalf. Denham. 

When my concernment takes up no more room or compafs 
than myfclf, then, fo long as I know where to breathe and to 
exift, I know alfo where to be happy. South. 

He that is wife in the affairs and concernments of other men, 
but carelcfs and negligent of his own, that man may be faid 
to be bufy, but he is not wife. Tillotfon. 

Ourfpiritual interefts, and the great concernments of a future 
(fate, would doubtlefs recur often. Atterbury. 

Propofitions which extend only to the prefent life, are 
fmall, compared with thofe that have influence upon our cver- 
lafting concernments.' IVatts’s Improvement of the Mind. 

2. Relation ; influence. 

Sir, ’tis <4 near concernment, and imports 
No lefs than the king’s life and honour. Denham’s Sophy. 

He juftly fears a peace with me would prove 
Of ill concernment to his haughty love. Dryd. Ir.d. Emp, 

3. Intercourfc ; bufinefs. 

The great concernment of men is with men, one amongft 
another. Locke. 

4. Importance; moment. 

I look upon experimental truths as matters of ereat con- 
cernment to mankind. “ Boyle. 


veror. 


Intcrpofition ; regard ; meddling. 

He married a daughter to the earl. 





